
 

 

 

DATTE:   DDecember 211, 2017 
 
TO:   RRegion XI EMMS Providerss 
   
FROOM:  RRegion XI EMMS Medical DDirectors Coonsortium 
 
SUBBJECT:      MMorphine Shoortage – Alteernate Conccentrations 

 

Therre is currentlly a national shortage off morphine. OOur Region XI Drug, Eqquipment andd Supply Lisst (DES) 

curreently specifiees two approoved concenntrations of mmorphine: 100 mg/1 mL oor 10 mg/10 mL.  As thiss shortage 

worssens, Regionn XI Participating Hospittals may no longer be caapable of repplacing morpphine at the approved 

conccentration.  UUntil this shoortage is resolved, it is aacceptable foor EMS crewws to accept the following alternate 

conccentrations oof morphine: 

 

 2 mg/1mL 

 4 mg/1 mmL 

 5mg/1 mL 

 

If accepting eitheer the 2mg/11 mL or 4 mgg/1 mL conccentration of morphine, tthe total amoount of morpphine on 

the EEMS unit will be 8 mg. Iff accepting the 5 mg/1 mmL concentraation, the tottal amount oof morphine on the 

EMSS unit will be 10 mg.  Under no circuumstance sshall any EMMS unit carrry more thaan 10 mg off morphine.

 

IMPOORTANT!  TThe Region XXI Pediatric Resuscitatioon Card calcculates morpphine dosagee based on aa 10 mg/1 

mL cconcentration.  If carrying an alternaate concentraation of morpphine, EMS providers mmust manually calculate 

the wweight basedd dose for pediatric patieents and verrify the correect dose withh a base station PRIOR to drug 

administration.  

 

EMSS providers should takee extra cauttion to veriffy proper caalculation aand dosage prior to 

admministration.  Any EMS ccrew accepting an alternnate concenttration mustt immediatelyy contact theeir field 

supeervisor prior to going bacck into servicce and followw their agency’s policiess regarding nnarcotic accoountability 

and documentattion. 

 

For qquestions, pplease contact your Resoource Hospittal EMS Cooordinator or EMS Medicaal Director.

 

Kennneth Pearlmaan, MD                                                 
Chair, Region XI EMS Medicaal Directors CConsortium 
EMSS Medical Director 
Northhwestern Meemorial Hospital 
 

 
         Katiee Tataris, MDD, MPH 

EMSS Medical Dirrector 
Univversity of Chicago Medicaal Center 

ADVOCATE ILLINOIS MAASONIC MEDICCAL CENTER

JOOHN H. STROGER JR. HOSSPITAL OF COOOK COUNTY

NNOR THWESTEERN MEMORIAAL  HOSPITAL 

UNIVERRSITY OF CHICAGO MEDICCAL CENTER

 



                                  
Eddie Markul, MD      
EMS Medical Director                                     
Advocate Illinois Masonic Medical Center      

                                                            Joseph Weber, MD 
      EMS Medical Director 
      John H. Stroger Jr., Hospital of Cook County 

                 
                 

 
 
Copy to: Cyd Gajewski, RN, EMS System Coordinator, University of Chicago Medical Center  
               Patricia Lindeman, RN, EMS System Coordinator, Northwestern Memorial Hospital 
               David Reisinger, RN, EMS System Coordinator, John H. Stroger, Jr. Hospital of Cook County 
    Lisa Wax, RN, EMS System Coordinator, Advocate Illinois Masonic Medical Center 


