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Regioon XI EMS Moonthly PPearls 

 TTo address critical druug shortagges, the Foood and Drug Administration (FDAA) has 
extended thee expirationn dates on ccertain lot nnumbers off emergenccy care injecctable 
drugs. Eachh provider aagency mayy review thee posted lisst and clearrly identify tthese 
affected meddications foor their EMSS providerss. 

 FFor Return of Spontanneous Circculation (RROSC) patieents, initiatee therapeuutic 
hhypothermiia for adult medical paatients with sustained ROSC > 5 minutes annd 
comatose wwith GCS ≤ 8 if there are no contrraindicationns. EMS shhould initiatee cooling 
and the STEEMI-Receiving Center should conntinue per innternal policies. 

 VVentricular Assist Devvice (VAD)) patients mmay not havve a palpabble pulse orr blood 
pressure and should bee assessedd using otheer measures of perfusiion such ass mental 
sttatus, skin color and ccondition, and respiratoory rate andd effort. 

 AA LifeVest is a wearabble external defibrillatoor that continuously moonitors a paatient’s 
cardiac rhythhm and proovides shoccks as needded. 

 TTrauma pattients that are pregnaant > 20 weeeks requirre consultation with Online 
MMedical Conntrol to deteermine if thee patient shhould be traansported too a Level 1 trauma 
center. Minoor mechaniisms such aas low speeed MVC maay require ffetal monitooring. 

Questionns? Contacct your hosppital EMS CCoordinatorr or EMS Medical Director 


