
 

 

 

DATTE:   AAugust 17, 20017 
 
TO:   RRegion XI Paarticipating HHospitals 
   
FROOM:  RRegion XI EMMS Medical DDirectors Coonsortium 
 
SUBBJECT:      MMERCI Radioo 

 

Regiion XI EMS is transitioning toward aa new systemm for field to hospital commmunicationn.  Each hosspital must 

havee a telemetryy station or aa functioningg MERCI raddio to receivee pre-notificaation of EMSS transports. 

 

The Illinois Depaartment of Public Health (IDPH or ‘thhe Departmeent’) requiress each hosppital to have a 

functtioning MERRCI radio perr the IDPH AAdministrativve Code (Seection 515.4000 General CCommunicattion) as 

listedd in italics beelow.  IDPH defines “twoo-way” and ““VHF communication” as the MERCCI radio. 

 

d) All hosspitals particcipating in ann EMS Plan or receivingg emergencyy patients byy ambulancees must: 

  

1)) Have two-wway ambulance-to-hosppital communnications cappability on a  frequency ddetermined 

and assignedd by the Deppartment; andd 

  

2)) Have two-wway hospitall-to-hospital communicaations capabbility. 

 

e) The usse of cellularr telephone technology iis permitted provided that: 

  

1)) The ambullance also has VHF or UUHF radio baack-up on a frequency aassigned by the 

DDepartment; and 

  

2)) The permisssion of the EMS Resouurce Hospitaal is obtainedd. 

 

The statewide MMERCI radio system allowws for a reliaable methodd of “two-wayy” ambulancce-to-hospitaal or 

hosppital-to-hospital communnication in evvent of a disaaster situatioon where ceellular lines aare inoperabble.   

 

Eachh Region XII participating hospitall has until JJanuary 1, 22018 to ensuure that a funnctional “twoo-way” 

communication iis in place too receive pree-notificationn calls from EEMS provideers in the Reegion XI EMS System.  

Pleaase direct any questions toward yourr Resource HHospital EMS Coordinattor. 

 

 

 

 

ADVOCATE ILLINOIS MAASONIC MEDICCAL CENTER

JOOHN H. STROGER JR. HOSSPITAL OF COOOK COUNTY

NNOR THWESTEERN MEMORIAAL  HOSPITAL 

UNIVERRSITY OF CHICAGO MEDICCAL CENTER



Sincerely, 

 

 

 
Kenneth Pearlman, MD                                                 
Chair, Region XI EMS Medical Directors Consortium 
EMS Medical Director 
Northwestern Memorial Hospital 

         

 

 
Katie Tataris, MD, MPH 
EMS Medical Director 
University of Chicago Medical Center 

                                  
Eddie Markul, MD                                                 
EMS Medical Director                                           
Advocate Illinois Masonic Medical Center            

                 Joseph Weber, MD 
   EMS Medical Director 
   John H. Stroger Jr., Hospital of Cook County 

              
              

 
 
Copy to: Jack Fleeharty, RN, EMT-P, Division Chief, EMS & Highway Safety, Illinois Department of Public Health 
   Elizabeth Duarte, RN, BSN, MBA, Regional EMS Coordinator, Illinois Department of Public Health 

  Laura Eggers, RN, EMS System Coordinator, University of Chicago Medical Center  
              Patricia Lindeman, RN, EMS System Coordinator, Northwestern Memorial Hospital 
              David Reisinger, RN, EMS System Coordinator, John H. Stroger, Jr. Hospital of Cook County 
   Lisa Wax, RN, EMS System Coordinator, Advocate Illinois Masonic Medical Center 
    Mary Sheridan, Assistant Deputy Fire Commissioner EMS, Chicago Fire Department 

 
 




